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1. What is the family farming statute (law)?

Family Farming Statute (law)
Created through the Law No. 64/2018 (August 7th),
amended by Law No. 81/2021 (October 11th), it intends
to distinguish this type of agriculture in its various
dimensions, recognizing and enhancing it through the
adoption of specific support measures, to be applied
preferably at the local level to meet the diversity of
agrarian structures and realities, as well as the
constraints and development potential of each
territory.
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In Portugal, 
Family farms represent (RAC 2009):

94% of all farms
54% of the used agricultural area (SAU)
80% of work in agriculture
30% of farms are not supported by the

Common Agricultural Policy (IEA 2016)

19 measures are planned– Artigo 6.º

Family farming
Mode of organizing productive activities, managing the 
environment and supporting social life in rural territories, 
based on a family farm
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1. What is the family farming statute (law)?
Family farming_ internationally the concept includes: 

⊷ Ownership of the business and management 
control is in the hands of family members;

⊷ Most of the work is carried out by the 
producer and his family;

⊷ Most of the capital comes from the farmer 
and his/ her family;

⊷ A significant part of the income comes from 
agriculture;

⊷ Members are linked by blood ties or marriage;

⊷ The family lives on the farm.

Family Farming Statute
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2. Rights of the statute beneficiary
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2. Rights of the statute beneficiary

Decree-Law No. 64/2018 (August 7th), 
amended by Decree - Law No. 
81/2021 (October 11th), provides for 19 
measures - a) to s) - dedicated to 
holders of the Statute of Family 
Famirng

a) Several of the PDR2020 (national rural development program) contests gave priority 
to the recognized family farmers:
- Information Actions
- Investments in farms (3.2.1)
- Diversification of agricultural activity in the farms (10.2.1.3)
- Short food supply chains and local markets (10.2.1.4) - Investment by young farmers 

in the farm (3.1.2)
- Improved efficiency of existing irrigation systems (3.4.2)
- Small investments in the farm – Renew of tractors – Next Generation (3.2.2)
- Small investments in the farm - Installation of Photovoltaic Panels (3.2.2)
- Support for restructuring and conversion of vineyards - VITIS (2020-2021)

b) Decree-Law 29/2020 (June 29th), creates a support program for rural land 
consolidation "Emparcelar para Ordenar“ (land parcel), which provides a 10% criterion 
for setting a non-refundable subsidy for the acquisition of rural properties for land 
consolidation and weighting (20 points) in the applications;

c) Ordinance n.º59/2021 (16th March), amends the Regulation on Crop Insurance and 
Accident Compensation and provides support of 70% of the premium for those holding 
the statute.

Some examples are highlighted.
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

Titles awarded to farmers: 1721

(since 1/04/2019 to 31/10/2021) 

Active titles: 1498

(in 31/10/2021)
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

60%

40%

Gender of the statute holder

masculino feminino

The statute is assigned mainly to 
man
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms
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Statute holder by age group

The age group with the most 
statute assigments is between 
41 and 50 years old.

Young farmers (-40 years old) 
represent 28% of the statute 
holders.
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

78%

19%

3%

Type of the household income

Dependente Independente Outras situações

Most of the family farming households 
(around 78%) have income from 
dependent work.
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

37%

7%
12%

29%

15%

Land Ownership

proprietário arrendatário comodato cedência outros

37% of the statute holders own the buildings 
where they carry out agricultural activity, with 
only 7% renting the farm land.
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms
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Technical orientation of the farm

About half of the farms (47%) with family
farm statute are permanente cultures
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

48%52%

Irrigated or dryland

Regadio Sequeiro

48% of farms with the statute  have 
more than 40% of the utilized 
agricultural area (UAS) irrigated. On the 
contrary, 52% of the farms are cultivated 
in dry land.
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

60%

30%

6%
4%

Classes of total standard production value of the farms
with the statute

<=8000 € >8000-<=25000 € >25000-<=50000 € >50000-<=100000 €

About 90% of farms with the statute are 
of small or very small economic size

VPPT – Total Standard Production Value of the exploration is the sum of the different 
VPP; the Standard Production Value (VPP) being the average monetary value of 
agricultural production in a given region, obtained from farm gate selling prices
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3. Profile of the farmers who hold the statute and 
characteristics of their farms

23%

61%

8%

7% 1%

Number of the family workers, including the title owner

1 2 3 4 5

Em 23% das explorações a mão de obra 
familiar é apenas do titular do EAF. 
On most farms, 62%, there are two members 
of the household who work on the farm.
In 23% of the farms, the family labor belongs 
only to the statute holder.
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4. Next challenge
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4. Next challenge

Expand the number and type of rights provided for in the statute

⊷ Meeting the expectations of farmers, allowing an effective help in your activity;

⊷ Increase the recognition of this instrument, giving more voice to it.
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Obrigada !

Fernanda Castiço
Divisão de Apoio às Explorações Agrícolas 
daea@dgadr.pt
https://www.dgadr.gov.pt/

Development of UNDFF National Action Plans 
- Exchange of experiences

mailto:daea@dgadr.pt
https://www.dgadr.gov.pt/estatuto-do-jovem-empresario-rural-jer

